Brandywine Bonsai Society

Promoting the art and horticulture of bonsai since 1967

Jack Billet, Dorie Froning and Pat Morris
Memorial Winter Silhouette
Saturday, January 18, 2025, 10:00 am
Brandywine Town Center

Cookie Person: John McPeak

Happy New Year 2025

Membership

Annual membership fees are due again. The costs are
unchanged. Twenty dollars for an individual, $25 for a
family. See attached registration/dues form and send
payment to Karin Simmat as soon as possible OR pay at
the meeting. Please fill out all the information requested
to keep the BBS records accurate. Karin Simmat, 263
Green Briar Court, Newtown Square, PA 19073-2126.

The January Meeting: Billet, Froning, and Morris
Winter Silhouette Display

We are having our annual Winter Silhouette Display
meeting. Originally this meeting was created to honor one
of our earliest members and most talented artist, Jack
Billet. Jack was fond of saying that the best time to look at
a bonsai tree was in the winter when you could focus on its
skeleton. This meeting’s name was changed to honor two
other long time and dedicated members, Dorie Froning
who was one of the founders of this club and was known
nationwide for her expertise with shohin bonsai, and Pat
Morris who played many leadership roles in our club and
The American Bonsai Society.

We invite all to bring a tree and any accessories (stands,
accent pieces, etc.) that you may want. Your tree does not
have to be show ready; just something that you want us to
see.

Directions to the Brandywine Town Center (BTC)
The meeting hall is a stand-alone building, removed from
the commercial area, with a large glass dome on top.

From Route 202 Southbound: Shortly after crossing
into Delaware on Route 202 southbound, turn left onto
Naamans Road at the intersection bounded by an Exxon
station and the Days Inn. At the second light, turn left into
the Brandywine Town Center (You will see a large Target
store), turn right, and follow the outer parking lot ring road
to the meeting hall.

From 1-95 Northbound and 202 Northbound: Take Exit
8 Concord Pike North. Just beyond Concord Mall at the

Days Inn, turn right onto Naamans Road and follow the
directions above.

From I-95 Southbound: Take the 1-495 and Naamans
Road exit just after passing into Delaware. Take Naamans
Road westbound. After passing Grubb Road, you will take
the next right into Brandywine Town Center. Look for the
meeting center described above. These directions and a
detailed map are available all the time on the directions
page of the BBS Website, gobbs.org.

Inclement Weather Notifications

Should we have snow or other inclement weather for a
meeting, please check your email for a late
announcement. We will try to get the email
announcements out with ample warning, but once in a
while we get surprised. You can call Steve lttel at 302
778-4546 as a last resort. Steve leaves pretty early for
meetings to get that essential coffee brewing, but his wife
will patiently answer the phone.

BBS Officers and Future Meetings

At our November meeting, we discussed officers and
initiated several new roles and positions. Apparently, BBS will
have to step into the present and incorporate as a non-profit;
that process should start after the first of the year. We did
seem to remain President-less going into the future. Steve
Ittel is willing to take over the role of President but requires a
Vice-President who expresses a willingness to step into the
role of President at some point in the future. Steve would also
like to discuss several future hands-on workshops. As an
introduction to the following discussions of meetings, he is
going to show and discuss a winter silhouette forest planting.

Our August meeting is generally a BYO hands-on workshop
with a wide variety of materials and skill levels. As an
alternative, Steve would like to suggest (and lead) a forest
planting workshop aimed at new members. It is possible for a
beginner to get something relatively nice in a short period of
time. Several people bought suitable materials at the
November meeting. Mark Huf can also supply bundles of new
seedlings. Itis possible to dig smaller winged euonymus
seedlings of different sizes from wooded areas.
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Some individuals would like to consider larger forest

planting on slabs. Longwood Gardens has three, two from
Steve. Steve has many of the materials available for making
slabs up to 48" and would be happy to instruct such a
workshop in the spring. We would have to find a location
where cement work is possible and slabs can cure for at least
24 hours. ltis good to have some idea about what you hope
to accomplish in such a planting before getting started.

At our November meeting we voted on and confirmed
Jerry DiBello as BBS treasurer and the following as part of
a Programming Committee: Roberta Carlson & Karin
Simmat as Co-Chairs with members Dan Snipes, Mark
Huf, Gabe Funke, Steve lttel, Jerry DiBello and Steve
Adams.

The tentative 2024 BBS schedule

January 18: Winter Silhouette Display (BTC)

February 15: Dan Snipes on Design and Development
(BTC)

March 15: Gabe Funke on Native Trees (BTC)

April 19: Concrete Slabs with Steve lttel (TBD)

May 17: Marco Invernizzi Demonstration (Marc Huf’s)
June 21: Mark Arpaq (TBD)

July 19: Club Auction and Lunch (ABN Park)

August 16: Forest Workshop with Steve Ittel (ABN Park)
September 20: TBD (BTC)

October 18: Sergio Cuan (BTC)

November 15: Business Meeting and Garage Sale (BTC)

BTC = Brandywine Town Center, Wilmington, DE
ABN Park = Anson B Nixon Park, Kennett, PA
Mark Huf's = Huf Landscaping, Oxford, PA

LG HH = Longwood Gardens Headhouse

TBD= to be determined

Other Bonsai Events of Interest

PBS Bonsai Exhibit at PHS Flower Show, March 1-9,
2025, Philadelphia Convention Center

Mid-Atlantic Bonsai Societies Convention,

April 11-13, 2025 at Holiday Inn in Grantsville, PA
American Bonsai Societies (ABS) Learning Seminars,
September 12 & 13, 2025 DoubleTree, 1111Jefferson
Road, Rochester, NY 14623

MidAtlantic Bonsai Societies Symposium

During the third weekend of April, MABS will be holding
their annual festival in the Holiday Inn in Grantsville, PA
(between Hershey and Harrisburg). To learn much to do
about the festival go to http:/midatlanticbonsai.org/. The
weekend is filled with demonstrations, workshops and
workshop observations, raffles, and critiques by three
world-renown artists (Peter Chan, David Easterbrook, and
Mark Fields). In addition, there are auctions all weekend
long, a Saturday night banquet/auction, a MABS member
only exhibit and over 20 vendors. From the website, you
can either register through PayPal or you can download

the registration form and mail it in. Furthermore, there are
rooms available at the Holiday Inn at a reduced rate.

If you are into bonsai, this is something that you cannot
miss. Other than all that you will experience at the festival,
the club also benefits from your participation. There is a
point system, where the club will garner points for the
activities you take part in. At the conclusion of the festival,
the points are converted into cash which is then turned
over to the respective clubs.

Lastly, the longer you wait to register, the greater the price.
On March 7 the next price increase occurs.

MABS has an opening for Secretary. If you are
interested, contact Carl Achhammer Jr., 570-709-3848

Karin’s Give Away Bonsai Calendars

Karin, who is an addict about visiting Japan, has acquired
a couple extra 2025 bonsai calendars which she would like
to rally off FREE to those who attend the meeting

Crown Custom Bonsai Raffle:

Crown Custom Bonsai will be raffling off 40 items from their
inventory. This will be done by numbering approximately 40
items. There will be the same number of tickets. A person
participating in the raffle will purchase one or more tickets
($10.00 per ticket). The number on the ticket will be matched
to the item.

Items will include high quality pots, tools, rolls of wire and high
quality stands.

Crown Custom Bonsai Sales

Rob continues to liquidate his inventory in Crown Custom
Bonsai. He will be bringing as much as his tables can hold.
Iltems include wire, tools, plant material, stands, books and
magazines. | hope to have prices on these items so that
they sell; | want to bring home as little as possible.

Free Classified Ads: We are still carrying your classified
ads in the newsletter for free. Are you planning on selling
things that will not be included in the silent auction and that
you want the club to be aware so they can bring some
extra money, are offering some sort of bonsai-related
services, or maybe you are heading to Nature’s Way and
are offering to pick things up for our members. You can
send this info to Karin Simmat (ksimmat@yverizon.net) for
inclusion in the next newsletter. Title your email “BBS
Classified Ad”.
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