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August Open Workshop 
Anson B. Nixon Park, Pavilion 1 

August 21, 2021  10:00 
 
 

 
 
August program 

The August meeting will be an open 
workshop at Anson B. Nixon Park in our normal 
pavilion #1. Have you acquired a tree at an 
auction, meeting or other source?  Don’t know or 
hesitant about what to do with it?  Bring a tree(s) 
and ask for opinions.  You can certainly get a 
variety of opinions from experienced and not-so-
experienced members who will offer the entire 
gamut of cogent thoughts.  Bring tools and wire 
and a willingness to be creative.   

Bring something (non-alcoholic) to drink 
because it could be hot and bring a lunch if you 
would like to stay longer because we have the 
pavilion into the afternoon.   
 
September meeting  

The September meeting will be at our old 
standby, the Brandywine Town Center.  We are 
considering several options and the one that 
stands out right is having everyone bring in the 
trees they have obtained in previous meetings to 
show us what they have done with them. 

Silent auction and coffee will be available.  
Do any of you remember that the month before 
Covid shut down regular, in-person meetings, I 
compiled a list of cookie people for future 
meetings?  Well…  I still have your names.   
 
October meeting  

The October meeting will also be at the BTC. 
Those who want to display a tree at the 
Longwood Gardens show will set up their display 
at the meeting and the membership will select 
the ~10 trees to be displayed. Details to come. 

To clarify one point going around, the trees 
will probably be displayed on tables or stands on 

a flooded floor.  That does not mean that our 
trees will be in water.  We cannot have our usual 
number of tree watchers, so to provide security 
for trees during Covid and the Longwood 
renovation, this approach will keep the trees out 
of reach of the curious.  This type of display has 
been used to very dramatic effect for Longwood 
trees, recently.   
 
Picnic and Auction 

Thank you to all who participated in the July 
auction – donors, bidders, food providers, 
auctioneers, distributors, information providers, 
and most of all, our industrious keeper-tracker-
financier.  It was great to get back together and 
the auction was a great success.   
 
 
Fact or Myth II – Foliar feeding 

Foliar Feeding: This is something really under 
debate – is fertilizing plants through their leaves 
beneficial? There are botanists on both sides of 
the fence. In fact, I heard a lecture by a world-
renown botanist in the field and he said foliar 
feeding was the same as going to an Italian 
restaurant, ordering a big plate of pasta and 
dumping it on your head. 

 Botanically, leaves have no structures or 
mechanism to take in anything except water and 
oxygen while releasing carbon dioxide. This being 
so, the contents of most foliar fertilizers, which are 
organic in nature and often come from fish and 
kelp, would have no way to get into the plant 
through the leaves. When in science there are 
questions of this sort, experiments are designed 
to attempt to answer them. Doing these 
experiments to settle the foliar fertilization 
question are near impossible because when you 
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try to fertilize your plants through the leaves, 95% 
of the fertilizer falls onto the soil and enters the 
plant through the roots. Also, most experiments 
done in this area are done on plants in the field 
not in pots which now adds many more variables; 
therefore, conclusions are near impossible to 
make. 

So again, does foliar feeding have any affect? 
Using my background in biology, I don’t think so. 
However, foliar feeding definitely has no negative 
effect, it does not increase the cost of my 
fertilization program, and it does not add to the 
time it takes to fertilize my plants, so when I 
fertilize my trees, I mix in liquid foliar fertilizer 
(fermented fish/kelp) with my inorganic fertilizer 
(MiracleGro 20-20-20) and bath the leaves as I 
soak the soil. My trees seem happy so I am too! 

- Rob 
  
 


