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Selection of Trees for Longwood Show   

Planning Events for 2022 
Saturday, October 16, 2021; 10:00am 

Brandywine Town Center 
Pre-meeting coffee and tree counseling will be available.  Coffee served.  

  
 

 

 
October Meeting: 

The purpose of the meeting is to select ten trees 
that will be shown at our annual Longwood Gardens 
show.  It is also an opportunity to see a number of 
nice trees that have been groomed to a show level.  
The selection procedure will be as follows:   

1. Each person who wants to display a tree at our 
Longwood Garden’s show must bring the tree 
(maximum number of three trees) to the 
meeting. The trees should be show ready.  

2. We will set up the trees at the meeting. 
3. Each member at the meeting will receive 5 

tickets. 
4. Members will use these tickets to vote for 

their “favorite” trees. They can use all tickets 
to vote for a single tree or can spread them out 
among more than one. 

5. The top ten vote getters will be put in the 
show. If ten trees are not chosen in the first 
round, the trees that were voted in will be 
removed from the voting and we will go to a 
new round. This will be continued until 10 
trees are voted in. 
 

Recommendations: 
1. It is recommended that you keep your trees to 

a medium size. While larger trees can be 
accommodated, they might present a problem 
getting them set up properly, and taller trees 
probably will not show well.  Forest displays 
will be too large for the podiums.  Since the 
podiums will be away from where the public 
will be standing, shohin trees may be too 
small to be properly viewed. 

2. It is recommended that your display be 
without a stand. One, for the reason above that 

we don’t know the size of the podiums, and 
two, the podiums are placed in water and 
Steve and Longwood staff will be the only one 
with access to them. They will be busy enough 
without having to try to match stands and trees 
to the podiums and remembering which tree 
goes with which stand. 

3. In the past, we have had a fairly large time 
window for setting up the trees, but this year, 
we anticipate a narrow time window.  All trees 
will have to be at Longwood at a time yet to 
be announced and then the process will start, 
handling all trees in one coordinated process.  
If past take-downs are any indication, we will 
not have an issue with that process running 
effectively.   

 
November Meeting: 

Our November meeting will be at the BTC and 
will be our annual garage sale. You should bring any 
items that you want to get rid of and put them up for 
sale by silent auction. We also will have our election 
for officers and a discussion of next year’s programs. 
We do not have many ideas for next year so come 
with some ideas. Here is what we have – Kevin from 
Longwood Gardens, azalea demo/workshop, juniper 
demo/workshop, grafting demo, and John Romano 
(RI) live. We need more. 
 
Autumn Repotting: 

It is commonly recommended that members of the 
Rosaceae Family (roses, crabapples, Japanese quince) 
should be dug or repotted in the fall. This is because 
these species are especially susceptible to infection by 
root nematodes that over time will kill your tree. It is 
easy to know if your tree is infected; the roots will 
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contain visible root knots (see below). It is believed 
that at this time of year, the nematodes are not active, 
so you reduce the chances of spreading the infection 
by repotting now. I have just finished repotting my 
roses and Japanese quince. Luckily, I did not see any 
knots. I’m keeping my fingers crossed. 
 

 
                                                              -Rob King 
Note added by Steve Ittel:  Early in my bonsai 

career, I collected a lot of crab apple trees because 
they are so common in the area.  I discovered that 
most of them had the nematodes endemic to 
Delaware.  I finally gave up collecting Delaware crab 
apples.  I have several crab apples that I purchased 
from reliable vendors and have been able to keep 
those nematode-free with good sanitation practice like 
cleaning tools between trees with alcohol.   
 
Classified Ads 

Steve Ittel Pottery.  In the past, I have provided a 
selection of pots for the silent auctions.  It is my 
feeling that I have begun to saturate the local market, 
so I have established a web site to sell pots on a 
broader scale.  That site is accessed through: 
https://ittel.org/index.htm 

The site offers my own works and is divided into 
Bonsai Pots, Cascade Pots, Ceramic Stands, 
Kusamono Pots, and Kokedama Platters.  In addition, 
I am offering pots by other artists from my own 
collection.  Right now, pots from Sara Rayner, Nick 
Lenz and Michael Hagedorn are listed.  Other artists 
will be added.   

I welcome you to view the site – I hope that it is 
fun and easy to browse.  Let me know if any of you 
have interest in any of the pots or if you have 
suggestions about the site.  There is a discount for 
members of BBS.   

The site is a work in progress and I am aware of a 
few bugs.  At present, there is no shopping cart so 
everything has to be done by email.  Currently, there 
is no means for electronic payment but that will be 
remedied.  Alternatively, you can be invoiced.   

I have limited the number of pages I will commit 
to any given type of pot, so the offerings will change 
as pots are sold.  Pieces that are slow to sell might be 
traded out for other pots in the same classification.   

I realize that some of the prices are not for the 
faint of heart.  They represent about 2/3 of market 
prices for those particular artists but remain high and 
are more than I would pay.    
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